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Dr Rajeev Bahl, DG ICMR (Photo/ANI)

Blood bag delivery by drones is now possible in India
for first time

By Shalini Bhardwaj | Updated: May 10, 2023 15:44 IST

New Delhi [India], May 10 (ANI): A key aspect of drones is that they can be used
in healthcare during emergency response not only for providing vaccines and

medicines but also for supplying blood bags.
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The inaugural flight in a validation study carried 10 units of whole blood
samples from The Government Institute of Medical Sciences (GIMS) and Lady
Hardinge Medical College (LHMC). This drone sortie was in the visual line of

sight conducted at Jaypee Institute of Information Technology (JIIT), Noida.

In an exclusive interview with ANI, Dr Rajeev Bahl, DG ICMR said, "This 'i-
DRONE' was first used during covidl19 pandemic by ICMR for distributing
vaccines to unreachable areas. Today, we are transporting blood & blood-
related products, which are supposed to be kept at a low temperature. After
the experiment, we found that not only can we maintain the temperature, but
there was also no damage to the products transported. We sent another
sample through an ambulance & if there are no differences in the samples sent

using the two modes, then this drone will be used all over India."

The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has been a pioneer in using
drones for healthcare purposes and successfully conducted the delivery of
medical supplies, vaccines, and medicines in remote areas of Manipur and

Nagaland.

According to Dr Nivedita Gupta, Head, Division of Epidemiology and
Communicable Diseases and Scientist, ICMR explained "Challenges in timely
delivery of blood and blood products especially in the remote areas and
congested metropolitan cities of India were identified. The drone-based
delivery of blood may reduce the time for last-mile deliveries within the
district."

"Assessing the quality and integrity of fragile bodily fluids such as blood and
the impact of drone's movement is a crucial aspect which requires proper

monitoring and validation," said Dr Sumit Aggarwal.

Prof Pammi Gauba, Dean, A&R and Head, Department of Biotechnology, JIIT,
emphasised, "This is a pathbreaking validation study involving the
collaborative efforts of ICMR, Lady Hardinge Medical College (LHMC), New
Delhi, Government Institute of Medical Sciences (GIMS), Greater Noida and

Jaypee Institute of Information Technology (JIIT), Noida".
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"The protocol development, study designing, implementation, and
coordination of the project is being undertaken by Dr Sumit Aggarwal, Dr
Kuldeep Nigam, and Dr Nupur Mahajan from ICMR-Headquarters. This ICMR-
funded project is being conducted under the guidance of the project principal
investigators, Prof Pammi Gauba (JIIT), Prof Anita Nangia and Prof Sangeeta
Pahuja from LHMC, Prof Rambha Pathak and Prof Shalini Bahadur from GIMS.
Continuing with the mission of expanding the drone ecosystem in India, the
inauguration of this validation study was conducted in Jaypee Institute of
Information Technology, Noida on May 10 by dignitaries from the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare, Directorate of Health Research, National Health
Systems Resource Centre, Directorate General Health Services, and NITI

Aayog," reads a statement by ICMR.

Dr Rajiv Bahl, Director General, Indian Council of Medical Research said,
"Clarity in challenge mapping and identifying the possible solutions can be
achieved by developing indigenous capacities in research, and introduction of
innovations and technologies in the mainstream. With digitization, efficient
manufacturing of vaccines and the development of a rapid delivery
mechanism (/topic/rapid-delivery-mechanism), India achieved 90pc coverage
within a year. The boost of technology is an accelerator which is gradually
pushing India towards achieving the status of being a developed nation as

envisioned by the Prime Minister." (ANI)

TAGS new delhi blood bag delivery by drone
(/topic/new-delhi/)  (/topic/blood-bag-delivery-by-drone/)

government institute of medical sciences
(/topic/government-institute-of-medical-sciences/)

lady hardinge medical college north east

(/topic/lady-hardinge-medical-college/)  (/topic/north-east/)

indian council of medical research niti aayog
(/topic/indian-council-of-medical-research/)  (/topic/niti-aayog/)

pm modi rapid delivery mechanism

(topic/om-modi/)  (/topic/rapid-delivery-mechanism/)

SHARES


https://www.aninews.in/topic/new-delhi/
https://www.aninews.in/topic/blood-bag-delivery-by-drone/
https://www.aninews.in/topic/government-institute-of-medical-sciences/
https://www.aninews.in/topic/lady-hardinge-medical-college/
https://www.aninews.in/topic/north-east/
https://www.aninews.in/topic/indian-council-of-medical-research/
https://www.aninews.in/topic/niti-aayog/
https://www.aninews.in/topic/pm-modi/
https://www.aninews.in/topic/rapid-delivery-mechanism/
https://www.aninews.in/topic/rapid-delivery-mechanism

Twitter Facebook More

RELATED NEWS

Deep depression over Bay of Bengal intensifies into cyclonic storm Mocha: IMD

(/news/national/general-news/deep-depression-over-bay-of-bengal-
intensifies-into-cyclonic-storm-mocha-imd20230511101818)

Updated: May 11,2023 10:14 IST
"Acts of force will only exacerbate situation," Kiren Rijiju appeals for peace
in Manipur

(/news/national/politics/acts-of-force-will-only-
exacerbate-situation-kiren-rijiju-appeals-for-
peace-in-manipur20230511101458)

SHARES


https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/deep-depression-over-bay-of-bengal-intensifies-into-cyclonic-storm-mocha-imd20230511101818
https://www.aninews.in/news/national/politics/acts-of-force-will-only-exacerbate-situation-kiren-rijiju-appeals-for-peace-in-manipur20230511101458

Updated: May 11,2023 10:02 IST
Assam: Police seize 33,000 bottles of cough syrup worth Rs 2 cr, 3 held

(/news/national/general-news/assam-police-
seize-33000-bottles-of-cough-syrup-worth-rs-
2-cr-3-held20230511100221)

Updated: May 11, 2023 09:54 IST
Participation of Kashmir University students, professors in Youth 20

summit sets ball rolling for G20 meeting in Srinagar

( . — m (/news/national/general-news/participation-of-
\Jﬁw kashmir-university-students-professors-in-
R youth-20-summit-sets-ball-rolling-for-g20-
meeting-in-srinagar20230511095407)

Updated: May 11,2023 09:21 IST
Supreme Court verdicts today in Delhi government vs Centre row,
Maharashtra political crisis

(/news/national/general-news/supreme-court-
verdicts-today-in-delhi-government-vs-centre-
row-maharashtra-political-crisis20230511092132)

Updated: May 11,2023 09:09 IST
Nitin Gadkari reviews progress of Kaziranga Elevated Road project

(/news/national/general-news/nitin-gadkari-
reviews-progress-of-kaziranga-elevated-road-
project20230511090953)

Updated: May 11,2023 09:00 IST
IL&amp;FS Case: ED summons NCP leader Jayant Patil on May 12

(/news/national/general-news/ilampfs-case-ed-
summons-ncp-leader-jayant-patil-on-may-
1220230511090001)

5> ,A% 39

SHARES


https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/assam-police-seize-33000-bottles-of-cough-syrup-worth-rs-2-cr-3-held20230511100221
https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/participation-of-kashmir-university-students-professors-in-youth-20-summit-sets-ball-rolling-for-g20-meeting-in-srinagar20230511095407
https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/supreme-court-verdicts-today-in-delhi-government-vs-centre-row-maharashtra-political-crisis20230511092132
https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/nitin-gadkari-reviews-progress-of-kaziranga-elevated-road-project20230511090953
https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/ilampfs-case-ed-summons-ncp-leader-jayant-patil-on-may-1220230511090001

ANI

South Asia’s Leading Multimedia News Agency

@p:@m@mﬂfmﬂaomé&%l)n)

Home (/) About Us (/about-us/) Our Products (/products/) Advertise (/advertise/)
Contact Us (/contact-us/) Privacy Policy (/privacy-policy/)

Terms & Condition (/term-condition/)

copyrights © aninews.in | All rights Reserved


https://www.aninews.in/
http://www.facebook.com/aninews.in
http://bit.ly/2n58irl
https://twitter.com/ANI
https://www.aninews.in/
https://www.aninews.in/about-us/
https://www.aninews.in/products/
https://www.aninews.in/advertise/
https://www.aninews.in/contact-us/
https://www.aninews.in/privacy-policy/
https://www.aninews.in/term-condition/

