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ICMR successfully test-flies drone to deliver, test tissue sampl(ﬁ,v,,

On Wednesday, a tissue sample was flown mid-surgery from a Karnataka hospital to a ter? [ C -
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The trial was carried out under the aegis of ICMR's i-DRONE initiative. (Representational image/Unsplash) ‘
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A drone buzzed up from Dr TMA Pai Hospital at Karkala in Karnataka's Udupi and hummed 37 kilometres acros‘!

College to deliver a package on Wednesday, 10 April.
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transmitted electronically to the surgeons.
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With the test flight, the Indian Council of Medical Research set a new milestone in healthcare. The trial run was pait ui a vaiidation study
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Delivering organs

Dr Canchi said drones could be used for delivering blood and blood products, and at a later stage, ferry organs hog 2ased persons.
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Dr Sundar Sankaran, Consultant Nephrologist and Programme Director at Aster Institute of Renal Transplantatioii ifi benigaiuiu, said the dromne

technology for transporting medical supplies and pathology specimens was a giant leap, considering the traffic
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However, when asked about the challenges Dr Canchi explained that maintaining the cold chain, and problem _eavppeyloadssive y
should be considered. He also advocated a regulatory framework. $(F& ]v W answer: Congress 1
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Referring to earlier studies, Dr Canchi said adverse weather conditions might hinder the deployment of unmannnd ﬂﬂrml vnhwlﬂs
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Also, technical issues impede the full potential of drone services. For instance, a limited battery life would restr%ﬂe ive d%ta%nce >
Dr Canchi added.
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healthcare despite the challenges.
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