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News / India

In a first in South Asia, 'Made in India’
drone delivers COVID-19 vaccines in
Manipur's Karang island

Union Health Minister has launched ICMR's Drone-based Vaccine delivery. It is
the first such drone service used for vaccine delivery in South Asia.

Publish Date: Mon, 04 Oct 2021 09:23 PM IST

Pic credit AFP

New Delhi | Jagran News Desk: Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya on
Monday launched an initiative to facilitate COVID-19 vaccine delivery to tough and
hard-to-reach terrains of the Northeast through drones. The ICMR's Drone

Response and Outreach in North East (i-Drone), a delivery model to make sure that
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"This is for the first time that a 'Make in India' drone has been used in South Asia to
transport COVID-19 vaccine over an aerial distance of 15 km in 12-15 mins from the
Bishnupur district hospital to Loktak lake, Karang island in Manipur for
administration at the PHC.

"The actual road distance between these locations is 26 km. Today, 10 beneficiaries
will receive the first dose and eight will receive the second dose at the PHC,"
Mandaviya said.

Also Read

Breaking News March 21 LIVE | Biren Singh's swearing-in at 3 pm;
BJP..

Thanking Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the Union Health Minister said, "Under his
leadership, the nation is progressing at a great pace. Today is a historic day, which
showed us how technology is making life easier and bringing social change."

India is home to geographical diversities and drones can be used to deliver
essentials to the last mile, he said.

"We can use drones in delivering important life-saving medicines, collecting blood
samples. This technology can also be used in critical situations. This technology
may prove a game-changer in addressing the challenges in health care delivery,
particularly health supplies in difficult areas," Mandaviya said.

This website uses cookie or similar technologies, to enhance your browsing experience and provide personalised
recommendations. By continuing to use our website, you agree to our Privacy Policy and Cookie Policy.

https://english.jagran.com/india/in-a-first-in-south-asia-made-in-india-drone-delivers-covid 19-vaccines-in-manipurs-karang-island-10033135 217


https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://english.jagran.com/india/in-a-first-in-south-asia-made-in-india-drone-delivers-covid19-vaccines-in-manipurs-karang-island-10033135
https://twitter.com/share?url=https://english.jagran.com/india/in-a-first-in-south-asia-made-in-india-drone-delivers-covid19-vaccines-in-manipurs-karang-island-10033135
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=https://english.jagran.com/india/in-a-first-in-south-asia-made-in-india-drone-delivers-covid19-vaccines-in-manipurs-karang-island-10033135
https://english.jagran.com/india/breaking-news-latest-updates-march-21-live-india-politics-business-entertainment-sports-india-australia-summit-bjp-legislature-party-meet-10040959
https://english.jagran.com/india/cyclone-asani-andaman-and-nicobar-islands-myanmar-weather-news-ndrf-imd-warning-andaman-sea-live-updates-10040965
https://english.jagran.com/privacy-policy
https://english.jagran.com/cookie-policy.html
javascript:void()
https://english.jagran.com/india/coronavirus-live-news-tracker
javascript:void()
https://english.jagran.com/
https://www.facebook.com/jagranenglishnews/
https://twitter.com/JagranEnglish
https://www.instagram.com/jagranenglishnews/
https://english.jagran.com/
https://english.jagran.com/latest-news
https://english.jagran.com/india
https://english.jagran.com/elections?itm_source=jagranenglish&itm_medium=topnav&itm_campaign=election-2022
https://english.jagran.com/topics/cryptocurrency?itm_source=web&itm_medium=topnav&itm_campaign=cryptocurrency
https://english.jagran.com/entertainment
https://english.jagran.com/world
https://english.jagran.com/politics
https://english.jagran.com/business
https://english.jagran.com/lifestyle
https://english.jagran.com/education
https://english.jagran.com/technology
https://english.jagran.com/cricket
https://www.vishvasnews.com/english/
https://www.izooto.com/getting-started-with-izooto?utm_source=referral&utm_medium=PoweredBy&utm_campaign=https%3A%2F%2Fenglish.jagran.com

3/21/22, 11:52 AM In a first in South Asia, 'Made in India' drone delivers COVID-19 vaccines in Manipur's Karang island
— MENU

Latest News India Elections 2022 Cryptocurrency Entertainment World Politics Business Lifestyle

Educationﬁ Teéhm;,ggs, 'Chem:mggmﬂ@u@tive which would facilitate vaccine delivery to
hard-to-reach terrains of India, the Union Health Minister said, "Our immunisation

programme for COVID-19 has already exceeded all expectations.

"l strongly believe that this initiative will further help us achieve the highest possible
immunisation coverage for COVID-19. Incorporating such drone technologies into
the national programmes would help deliver other vaccines and medical supplies as
quickly as possible."

Despite the effective and safe vaccine administration in the states and Union
Territories, the vaccine delivery in tough and hard-to-reach terrains of India is still
challenging.

The i-Drone has been designed to overcome these challenges by deploying
Unmanned Aerial vehicles (UAV) / drones to remote areas, the health ministry said.

Currently, the drone-based delivery project has been granted permission for
implementation in Manipur and Nagaland, as well as the Union Territory of
Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

(With inputs from PTI)

Posted By: Sugandha Jha
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